secondary road types. There will be a permanency to the find ings of this study group, and its conclusions will be reached without outside influence. The findings of the bureau will be available to the various counties of the state. The establish ment of this bureau is one of the most important steps taken by the State Highway Commission.
It is my opinion that the highway industry in Indiana is still in its infancy. Highways will become increasingly im portant, and will be built with more attention to future traffic needs than has been possible in the past.
The past four years have been important ones in the mod ernization of Indiana's state highway system. Although re venues from the state gasoline tax and motor vehicle license fees available for construction and maintenance of the state system were reduced materially during the special session of the General Assembly in 1932, allocation of federal grants to Indiana for highway work made it possible to carry on state wide construction and improvement programs. Utilizing fed eral funds, the Commission for the first time was able to im prove state highway routes in cities of over 3,500 population. A program of roadside planting was inaugurated, and more than seven hundred miles of state highways have been im proved under this continuing program.
During the four years, scores of grade separations have been placed under construction, and more than two hundred highway-railroad intersections are being protected by flash ing light signals. Greater attention has been given to the de sign and maintenance of highways and highway structures to free them from possible hazards to the safety of motorists. We feel that a notable advance has been made in this direc tion : but there is much yet to be done.
The highway industry in Indiana gives employment through construction and maintenance operations to many thousand persons each year, and no type of public work can be used more universally than improved highways.
May I take this opportunity to express my deepest appre ciation to the employees of the State Highway Commissionlaborers, patrolmen, superintendents, engineers, and clerical help-for the devoted manner in which they have co-operated during the past four years. It has been a high type of public service; and the people of Indiana, as well as the motorists who visit within our state lines, are the beneficiaries of the loyal and intelligent service given by the employees of the State Highway Commission.
No one could serve on the State Highway Commission for four years without deeply appreciating the public-spirited attitude of citizens in all parts of Indiana. This attitude and their support mean much to the future of our state and give assurance that Indiana will continue to measure up to its responsibilities.
